MR. GLADSTONE'S RETIREMENT AND AFTER	95
for the purpose—what my right hon. friend thinks has happened to the 1804-1895
cup which was nearly full in 1885, and how he explains that in his view Age 41-43
the House of Lords, which, as he told the electors then, had * sheltered
every abuse and protected every privilege for nearly a century,' has
become, as he apparently thinks it has, the last refuge of popular liberty/'
(House of Commons, 15th Feb., 1895,)
Harcourt, whose appreciation could be as cordial and vehement
as his dispraise, wrote to the Queen :
" Mr. Asquith greatly distinguished himself in his reply, and has
established his position as one of the first debaters and speakers in the
House of Commons. Sir W. Harcourt can hardly recall a more signal
parliamentary success " : and to his son, more colloquially : " Asquith's
speech last night was a splendid success. He knocked Joe into a cocked
hat. Even the Tories had to admit he was nowhere. . . . IfoundMargot
in J. Morley's room and told I had half a mind to kiss her, and A. offered
to retire for the purpose. I don't think I have ever heard a speech which
created such an effect in the House. . . .'J1
Soon after this Asquith reintroduced the Welsh Disestablishment
Bill and the Factory Bill. The second was passed, with, some
amendments, after the Government's defeat and resignation, and
on the last day before the dissolution. Asquith's second-reading
speech on the Welsh Bill can still be read with pleasure or with
something as nearly approaching it as the technical and repellent
nature of the subject admits. In conducting the measure through.
Committee he was exposed to a double fire. In front of him the
defenders of the establishment thundered about sacrilege, while
behind him a body of Welsh zealots clamoured Jbr the provisions of
the Bill to be stiffened. Prominent among these was Mr, David
Lloyd George. On the 20th June the ministerial majority sank as
low as seven. The next day lightning descended on the Government
from a clear sky. Campbell-Bannerman, most popular of War
Ministers, had just succeeded in persuading the Duke of Cambridge
to resign the post of Commander-in-Chief, and had done so without
hurting his feelings. He had earned golden opinions from all quarters
—and not least from the Queen—for an exhibition of consummate
diplomacy, whose outcome had been announced on the morning of
the 21st. The same evening the Government were defeated in a
snap division on a motion to reduce " C,~B.'s " salary on the ground
of an alleged deficiency in the supply of small arms ammunition and
cordite. On the 27th June the Government resigned.
1 Gardiner's Horcourtf, ii, p. 348.

